


The biggest companies in the world are 

often implicated in human rights abuses. 

A man is killed defending his home 

from a dest ruct ive mining project  in El 

Salvador.  Hundreds are displaced from 

their t radit ional lands to make way for 

palm oil plantat ions in Indonesia. Yet  

many of these crimes go unpunished, 

due to corrupt ion of local legal systems 

and the fact  that  many corporat ions are 

richer and more powerful than the states 

that  seek to regulate them.

In 2015 there will be a historic UN meeting to establish new binding 

rules on business and bring justice to thousands of victims. It  w ill be 

the f irst  session of the Inter Governmental Working Group, where UN 

member  count ries w ill decide the scope, content  and form of this new 

Human Rights Treaty.

TIME FOR JUSTICE

“All of us who are victims, whose land Total has so taken and 
we are suffering.” Teresa Okadike, from the Egi communities

The damaging social and environmental impacts of 

the oil ields in the Niger Delta are a prime example 
of the injustice of corporate impunity.

The French Pet rol company Total cont inues to 

use the damaging pract ice of gas f laring to this 

day , even though this pract ice has  of f icially been 

illegal since 1984.2 Many members of the Egi clan 

have had their land taken from them against  their 

w ill and others have received no compensat ion. 

In 2010, two people died and a number of people 

were injured when a protest  by the Egi Oil and Gas 

Producing Families against  the non-applicat ion of 

the memorandum of understanding signed by Total, 

was violent ly suppressed.3
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ANGLO-AMERICAN MINING AWAY 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN COLOMBIA
The  transnational corporation Anglo American is one of three equal shareholders in

El Cerrejón in La Guajira, Colombia, among the world’s largest open pit coal mines. 

It  exports both the highly pollut ing fuel and all it s prof it s, but  leaves behind the social 

and environmental dest ruct ion,  Anglo-America hides behind voluntary Corporate 

Responsibilit y codes, w ith the mot to ‘responsible mining’.

“A treaty will give victims of 
corporate abuses access to  justice 
where there is currently none.” 
Lucia Ortiza, FoE Brazil

The coalmine uses an incredible 17 million 

lit res of water per day, meanwhile,4 an 

average resident  in nearby Alta Guajira 

consumes just  0.7 lit res of water per day, 

a fract ion of the UN’s recommended daily 

usage of 50-100 lit res.5 Pollut ion of the 

Rancheria River has made it  impossible 

for local people to hunt , f ish, or raise 

livestock, which violates the right  to 

health, water, a healthy environment , 

and the right  to life it self .

Wilmar International, one of the world’s largest palm oil traders, continue their abusive 

practices of deforestation and land-grabbing, despite promises to stop. 

Since 2010, Wilmar Internat ional has acquired tens of thousands of hectares of land for 

palm oil plantat ions in Nigeria, which has dest royed livelihoods and dispossessed local 

communit ies.

“Voluntary self regulation by companies and inanciers is wholly 
insuficient. We need binding rules to hold both companies and 
inanciers accountable.” Anne van Schaik, FoE Europe

The main providers of loans to Wilmar Internat ional in 

the past  f ive years are HSBC, Mitsubishi UFJ Financial, 

Sumitomo Mitsui Financial, Overseas-Chinese Banking 

Corporat ion and BNP Paribas.6

Many of Wilmar’s North American and EU f inanciers 

have adopted Environmental, Social and Governance 

criteria that  should prevent  them from invest ing in 

companies engaged in land grabbing and dest ruct ion 

of t ropical forests. Yet  despite the fact  that  some of 

these policies have been in place for more than ten 

years, f inanciers are st ill involved in these pract ices by 

providing f inancial services to companies like Wilmar.
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Corporate rights are very well protected internationally  through various binding 

international agreements such as free trade and investment agreements, and investor-

to-state dispute settlement (ISDS) processes. ISDS enables foreign corporat ions to sue 

governments for billions of dollars in private and often secret  t ribunals, whenever  they 

feel that  their prof it s are negat ively af fected by new laws or changes in policy.

“When a country can be sued by a foreign corporation for 
protecting basic human rights—fundamental change is needed.” 
Sam Cossar, FoE Australia
In El Salvador, the Pacif ic Rim mining company 

accused of human rights abuses is using ISDS 

to sue the government  for 301 million dollars 

because the president  decided to stop issuing 

mining permits af ter water supplies were 

polluted.8 During protests against  the mine 

several environmental act ivists were murdered 

and to this day families of the vict ims are st ill 

demanding just ice.

TIME FOR A TREATY
After decades of struggle from communities across the world, the idea of corporations 

being held legally responsible for their crimes no matter where they may occur is inally 
becoming a reality. The new Human Rights Treaty has the support  of  more than 800 

organizat ions, the UN Human Rights council, the Vat ican and many diverse governments 

including South Africa, Indonesia, India, China and Ecuador.

Tradit ionally, internat ional human rights law focuses on the role and responsibilit ies of 

states. Human rights abuses arising from the cross-border act ivit ies of  corporat ions is 

the largest  gap in internat ional law. In our globalised world, companies operate between 

dif ferent  nat ional jurisdict ions and often escape accountabilit y. The Treaty w ill seek to 

address the current  gaps in internat ional law and bring much needed just ice to thousands.

TO GET INVOLVED AND FIND OUT MORE GO TO

TREATYMOVEMENT.COM & FOEI.ORG
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Friends of the Earth International is the world’s largest grassroots environmental 

network with 75 member groups and over two million members and supporters around 

the world. 

Our vision is of  a peaceful and sustainable world based on societ ies living in harmony 

w ith nature. We envision a society of interdependent  people living in dignity, wholeness 

and fulf ilment  in which equity and human and peoples’ rights are realised. This w ill be a 

society built  upon peoples’ sovereignty and part icipat ion.
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